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glory road my story of the 1966 ncaa basketball ¢

The 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship stands as one of the most inspiring and historic moments
in the history of college sports. It was a year that not only showcased extraordinary talent and
determination but also broke racial barriers that had long persisted in the world of athletics. This
story, often referred to as "Glory Road," is a testament to courage, resilience, and the transformative
power of sports. In this article, we will explore the remarkable journey of the Texas Western College
Miners, now known as the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP), and their legendary victory that
changed the face of college basketball forever.

Introduction to the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship

The 1966 NCAA tournament was a pivotal event, culminating in a championship game that
challenged societal norms and redefined racial integration in sports. Led by coach Don Haskins, the
Texas Western Miners made history by fielding the first all-Black starting lineup in NCAA
championship history. Their opponent, the University of Kentucky, was a powerhouse led by the
legendary coach Adolph Rupp.

The Significance of the 1966 Championship

- Breaking Racial Barriers: Texas Western's all-Black lineup defied the prevailing racial
segregation attitudes of the time.

- Changing Perceptions: The victory challenged stereotypes and demonstrated the talent and
capabilities of Black athletes.

- Cultural Impact: The win contributed to the broader civil rights movement by highlighting
integration and equality.

Background: Texas Western College and Coach Don Haskins

Who Was Coach Don Haskins?

Don Haskins was a dedicated and innovative coach committed to building a winning team
regardless of racial barriers. He believed in giving talented players equal opportunities and fostering
unity among his team members.
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Building the 1966 Team

- The team was composed of players from diverse backgrounds, including:

- Willie Worsley

- David Lattin

- Paul Horne

- Harry Flournoy

- Orsten Artis

- Haskins emphasized teamwork, discipline, and resilience over individual stardom.

The Road to the Championship

Season Highlights

- Texas Western's record during the season was impressive, with a strong defense and
disciplined offense.

- The team faced skepticism and criticism but remained focused on their goals.

- Key victories in the NCAA tournament included wins over highly favored teams, showcasing
their resilience.

Key Players and Their Contributions

- Willie Worsley: Point guard and leader on the court.

- David Lattin: Dominant center, known for rebounding and scoring.
- Orsten Artis: Versatile forward providing energy and defense.

- Harry Flournoy: Defensive specialist and team captain.

- Paul Horne: Sharp shooter and scorer.

The 1966 NCAA Championship Game
The Matchup
- Texas Western vs. Kentucky.
- Kentucky was the reigning champion and favored to win.

- The game was held in Louisville, Kentucky, adding a layer of tension given the racial dynamics.

Game Highlights and Turning Points
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- Texas Western jumped to an early lead, displaying confidence and cohesion.
- Kentucky mounted a comeback, but Texas Western maintained composure.
- The game was intensely fought, with strategic plays executed by both teams.

The Historic Win

- Texas Western defeated Kentucky 72-65.

- This victory was a monumental milestone, as it challenged the racial segregation prevalent in
sports and society.

- The team?s celebration was not just of a championship but of breaking barriers.

Aftermath and Legacy of the 1966 Team

Impact on College Basketball

- The victory prompted NCAA to reconsider policies regarding racial integration.
- It inspired other programs to recruit Black athletes and promote diversity.
- The story of the 1966 Miners became a symbol of perseverance and social change.

Legacy of the Players and Coach Haskins

- Many players went on to successful careers in coaching, education, and community service.
- Coach Haskins became a legendary figure, honored for his role in promoting equality.

Cultural and Social Influence

- The story of "Glory Road" has been celebrated in books, documentaries, and the 2006 Disney
film "Glory Road."
- It continues to inspire discussions about race, sportsmanship, and social justice.

Lessons from the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship

- Courage and conviction: Standing up against adversity can lead to meaningful change.

- Teamwork and discipline: Success often requires unity and strategic planning.

- Breaking barriers: Sports can be a powerful platform for social progress.

- Resilience in the face of skepticism: Believing in your team?s talent and potential can overcome
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societal prejudices.

Applying the Lessons Today

- Embrace diversity and inclusion in all areas of life.
- Recognize the importance of perseverance and determination.
- Use sports as a platform to promote equality and justice.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the 1966 Glory Road

The story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship is more than just a tale of athletic
achievement; it is a powerful narrative about courage, equality, and societal transformation. The
Texas Western Miners' victory challenged entrenched racial stereotypes and paved the way for
greater diversity in college sports. Their journey exemplifies how sports can serve as a catalyst for
social change, inspiring generations to stand up for justice and equality.

The legacy of "Glory Road" endures today, reminding us that breaking barriers requires bravery and
unity. As we reflect on this historic event, let us continue to champion diversity, inclusion, and
resilience in all aspects of life, inspired by the remarkable story of the 1966 NCAA basketball
champions.

Glory Road: My Story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship stands as a powerful testament
to resilience, determination, and breaking racial barriers in American sports history. This iconic
chapter chronicles the journey of Texas Western College (now the University of Texas at El Paso)
and their groundbreaking victory in the 1966 NCAA Tournament, which challenged segregation and
changed the landscape of college basketball forever. As | delve into this story, | aim to unpack the
significant moments, key figures, cultural implications, and lasting legacy of what has become a
symbol of progress and perseverance.

The Significance of Glory Road in College Basketball History

Before exploring the detailed narrative, it?s essential to understand why the story of the 1966 NCAA
Basketball Championship?often referred to as "Glory Road"?resonates so deeply. This was not
merely a basketball tournament; it was a cultural battleground where issues of race, equality, and
opportunity collided with the pure competitive spirit of sport.

In 1966, college basketball, especially in the South and parts of the Midwest, was still deeply
segregated. Many programs refused to recruit Black players, and Black athletes faced discrimination
and hostility both on and off the court. Texas Western?s decision to start five Black players against
the all-white opponent, Kentucky, was a bold statement that challenged societal norms. Their victory
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became a turning point, inspiring future generations and contributing to the desegregation of college
athletics.

The Road to the 1966 NCAA Championship
Background of Texas Western College

In the early 1960s, Texas Western was a small school in El Paso with a modest basketball program.
Under the leadership of head coach Don Haskins, the team began to develop a reputation for grit
and determination. Haskins believed in recruiting talented players regardless of race, which was a
controversial stance at the time, especially in the segregated South.

Building a Racially Diverse Roster

Coach Haskins? recruiting strategy was revolutionary. He sought out talented Black players from
Texas and beyond, forming a team that was racially integrated at a level unprecedented in college
basketball. The starting lineup for the 1966 team included:

- Harry Flournoy

- David Lattin

- Orsten Artis

- Willie Worsley

- Neal Walk (later added, but not part of the initial starting five)

This lineup was groundbreaking because most teams at the time were all-white, especially in the
South, and many programs refused to consider Black athletes altogether.

The 1966 NCAA Tournament Journey

Texas Western?s tournament run was marked by resilience and strategic brilliance. They faced off
against some of the best teams, including the powerhouse University of Kentucky, led by legendary
coach Adolph Rupp. The Wildcats had a storied history and a roster predominantly composed of
white players.

Their path included:
- Narrow victories in earlier rounds

- High-pressure moments that tested team cohesion
- A focus on defense, hustle, and tactical discipline
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The 1966 NCAA Championship Game: A Historic Showdown

The Matchup: Texas Western vs. Kentucky

The championship game, held on March 19, 1966, in Louisville, Kentucky, was more than a game?it
was a cultural event. Kentucky was heavily favored, boasting a roster of talented white players and
a reputation as a basketball powerhouse.

Texas Western?s starting lineup of five Black players was a stark contrast to Kentucky?s all-white
team. The game drew national attention and was watched by millions, symbolizing a clash of
societal values.

Key Moments and Turning Points

- Early Game Tensions: The game started fiercely, with both teams playing intensely. Kentucky
initially tried to dominate physically and tactically.

- Texas Western?s Defensive Prowess: The Miners? relentless defense disrupted Kentucky?s
rhythm. Willie Worsley and David Lattin made crucial steals and blocks.

- Offensive Execution: Texas Western?s disciplined offense, led by Orsten Artis and Harry
Flournoy, kept pace with Kentucky?s scoring.

- Clutch Free Throws: In the final minutes, Texas Western?s composure at the free-throw line
sealed their victory.

The Final Score and Aftermath

Texas Western 72, Kentucky 65

The win was historic, not only because of the score but because of what it represented?a challenge
to racial segregation and an affirmation that talent and determination transcend racial barriers.

The Legacy and Impact of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship

Breaking Racial Barriers in College Sports

Texas Western?s victory shattered the prevailing stereotypes and opened doors for Black athletes
across the nation. It challenged the notion that only white players could succeed in major college

programs and paved the way for more inclusive recruiting practices.

Cultural and Social Significance
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The story of Glory Road became a symbol of progress. It demonstrated that sports could serve as a
catalyst for social change. The victory motivated other programs to diversify their rosters and
fostered a broader conversation about race in America.

Influence on Future Basketball Programs

The success of Texas Western inspired:

- Greater recruitment of Black athletes by traditionally white programs
- The eventual integration of college basketball at all levels
- The rise of prominent Black players and coaches in the sport

The 2006 Film: "Glory Road"

The story?s enduring appeal led to the release of the Disney film "Glory Road," which dramatized
the team?s journey. The film brought national attention to the story, educating new generations
about the significance of this historic achievement.

The Personal Reflection: My Connection to the Story

Growing up, | heard about the 1966 NCAA Championship as a pivotal moment in sports history. As
a fan and observer of basketball, | was struck by the courage of those players and coaches who
defied societal norms. Their story exemplifies the power of sport to challenge injustice and promote
equality.

Understanding the story of Glory Road has deepened my appreciation for the sport?not just as
entertainment but as a vehicle for social change. It reminds us that athletic achievement can be
intertwined with moral courage and societal progress.

Key Takeaways and Lessons from Glory Road

- Courage to Challenge Norms: Texas Western?s decision to start five Black players was a bold
act of defiance against societal expectations.

- teamwork and Discipline: Their success was built on unity, strategic discipline, and resilience.

- Sports as a Catalyst for Change: The victory demonstrated that sports could influence societal
attitudes and policies.

- Legacy of Inclusion: The story paved the way for greater diversity in college athletics and
beyond.

- Inspiration for Future Generations: The players and coaches serve as role models for
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perseverance and standing up for what is right.
Conclusion: A Legacy That Endures

The story of Glory Road: My Story of the 1966 NCAA Basketball Championship is more than a
recounting of a basketball game; it is a narrative of courage, change, and the unifying power of
sport. It reminds us that history is shaped not only on the courts but also in the hearts and minds of
those willing to challenge injustice.

As we reflect on this epic chapter in sports history, let it inspire us to pursue fairness, embrace
diversity, and recognize that true victory lies in overcoming societal barriers with integrity and
resilience. The legacy of that 1966 team continues to resonate today, inspiring new generations to
strive for greatness both on and off the court.

QuestionAnswer What is the significance of '‘Glory Road' in relation to the 1966 NCAA basketball
tournament? 'Glory Road' highlights the inspiring story of the Texas Western College (now UTEP)
team that, in 1966, became the first all-Black starting lineup to win the NCAA championship,
challenging racial barriers in sports. Who was the head coach of the Texas Western Miners during
their historic 1966 NCAA championship run? The head coach was Don Haskins, who is credited for
leading the team and making a significant impact on racial integration in college basketball. How did
the 1966 NCAA championship game impact racial integration in college sports? The victory of Texas
Western with an all-Black starting lineup against the predominantly white Kentucky team challenged
racial segregation in college sports and paved the way for increased integration. What challenges
did the 1966 Texas Western team face during their championship season? The team faced racial
discrimination, skepticism from opponents and critics, and the pressure of representing racial
progress, all while maintaining focus on their game. Why is the story of 'Glory Road' considered an
important chapter in NCAA history? Because it exemplifies courage, racial progress, and the power
of sports to challenge societal norms, making it a landmark moment in NCAA and American sports
history.
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